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LCHS is awarded $25,000 

Thanks to funding from the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) LCHS plans to bring to-

gether a professional team to advance preliminary conceptual  Facilities     Master Plan designs.   De-

signs aim to improve collections storage and exhibit spaces as well as universal accessibility.  This pro-

ject represents the next step in the Museum’s long-range planning goals, and is founded in the Muse-

um’s mission to provide the best care possible for its collections for the benefit of the residents of 

Livingston County and the Western New York region. As a result of this project, LCHS’s ability to 

preserve, care for, and manage collections as recommended in LCHS’s Conservation Assessment      

Report (2009) and Historic Structures report (2010) will be transformed.  

 

One IMLS reviewer had this to say about our project, “Your clear, measured approach to managing 

institutional change speaks volumes about your leadership.  Over the past few years, you sought ex-

pert consultants to complete vital assessments…The goals of your new strategic plan reflect respect 

for their recommendations. Also, you cite numerous interim accomplishments that indicate your re-
solve to act, to implement policies and procedures that improve collections     stewardship. For this 

project, you have returned to some of these trusted consultants to form an interdisciplinary team that 

will  pioneer new territory for the museum. “ 

COLLECTIONS CONSULTATION 
In an effort to plan for and implement preservation care for LCHS significant humanities collections, 

Patricia Tice, collections consultant and curator for the Genesee Country Village and Museum, was 

recently on site for three days to inspect collections and assess their condition. Tice is making     

recommendations for improving the preservation and care of the collections on exhibit and in     

storage and create a list prioritizing objects that require immediate conservation or evaluation by a 

conservator.  Additionally, Tice will spend one day conducting a workshop for staff and the    

collections committee to review the preservation plan, to discuss collection care and rehousing 

needs, and to demonstrate and train others how to make storage mounts applicable to the   

society’s collections.  This project was made possible by a SET grant from the Museum         

Association of New York. 



COACH HOMECOMING:  
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On Saturday October 4, 2014, LCHS and guests celebrated the com-

plete conservation of the 1873 Abbott Downing Concord Coach on 

the grounds of the Livingston County Museum.  This “Family Fun 

Day” included live old-time music and costumed photographs by the 

coach, games for children, food & refreshments from SUNY Gene-

seo’s Chowhound food truck, and a welcome home ceremony with 

our state representatives. A restored carriage belonging to John 

Langless was also on display. 

Six years in the making, this celebration recognizes over $50,000 in 

conservation work of this prized artifact made possible by contribu-

tions from the Rochester Area Community Foundation, Senator 

Catherine Young, the Greater Hudson Heritage Network, SUNY 

Geneseo’s Campus Auxiliary Service, and community carriage enthu-

siasts. 

Conservator Brian Howard of B.R. Howard & Associates Inc. has 

been working on this coach since his initial assessment back in 2009.  

After cleaning and making a repair to the roof and roof rack, a con-

solidant was applied to the body and to the running gear in order to 

stabilize the coach from further deterioration.  Most recently, Mr. 

Howard has worked on the interior of the coach and applied paint to 

areas where paint no longer exists.  Howard reports, “There are 

only a handful of coaches conserved like this in the country.  This is 

rare.”           

 

 

On September 14, 2014 Amie Alden, Livingston County 

Historian, along with Vietnam veterans Jim DeCamp, 

Roger Johnson, and Tony Gurak (pictured above) pre-

sented Blue Devils in Vietnam-Before, During, and 

After.  Ms. Alden shared about the impact of the Vi-

etnam War on Livingston County as well as an overview 

of the book project, Blue Devils in Vietnam, compiled 

and written by DeCamp, Johnson, and Gurak and edited 

by Alden.  Veterans DeCamp, Johnson, and Gurak, 

shared their experiences about Vietnam and the process 

of gathering local soldier’s stories.    

The presentation also included a reading of several ex-

cerpts from the book which, according to Ms. Alden,” is 

filled with dozens of never before published photo-

graphs, letters, and personal accounts written by sol-

diers and family members. This is truly an insider’s view 

of the war that nobody wanted to talk about and how 

the lives of three hometown men, who made the ulti-

mate sacrifice, impacted so many.”  Their recently pub-

lished book, Blue Devils in Vietnam, is now available 

for sale for $25.00.  Please contact the Livingston   

County Historian’s Office to purchase a copy (585)243-

7955, historian@co.livingston.ny.us.   

 

 BLUE DEVILS IN VIETNAM 

A set of Wadsworth Coach notecards are now avail-

able for sale at the Museum for $5.00.  

UNIVERSAL ACCESSIBILITY 

STUDY  

LCHS is pleased to announce that we are in the final stages of completing a Handicapped Accessibility Feasibility Study.  Funded in 

part by the New York League of Preservation.   Bero Architecture PLLC was hired to create plans for universal accessibility within 

the context of the overall facilities master plan.  LCHS is committed to achieving universal accessibility for all patrons while preserv-

ing the interior and exterior integrity of an 1838 historic structure.   

mailto:historian@co.livingston.ny.us
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SCHOOL CONNECTIONS 

Thanks to volunteer and educator Jared Fowler, LCHS is preparing a 

Native American Teaching Kit. This teaching kit and its artifacts 

focus on Native American groups of the region and their use of the 

environment, chiefly the Iroquois (Haudenosaunee) and Algonquian-

speaking groups, who inhabited the region that became New York. Na-

tive American Indians depended on the environment to meet their 

needs and wants, and to develop unique cultures.  The artifacts also 

align with the New York State Social Studies Framework as well as the New 

York State Common Core Learning Standards.  Each artifact contains some 

talking points and the standards to which they are aligned. 

CONSERVING A CIVIL WAR 

ARTIFACT 

LCHS is pleased to announce that we have received a $7,500 

grant from the Greater Hudson Heritage Network to conserve 

a Civil War banner with rod (pictured right).  The circa 1865 

banner of the 136th New York State Infantry Regiment Veter-

ans measures two by eight feet long, and lists 12 battle sites of 

the 136th Regiment.  Made by the Nunda Sign Co., each battle 

name appears in a unique font, done by hand in black ink.  Once 

completed the banner will be on display for all to see.   

 

The 136th Infantry Regiment Civil War banner with rod is an 

original artifact representing a connection to New York State 

military heritage.  Listing battles fought in the Civil War by the 

136th, this banner was a product of New York State veterans 

for the Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) of the Union Army, 

whose descendants still meet today.  Approaching the final ses-

quicentennial year commemorating the Civil War, it is fitting to 

conserve this one-of-a kind and extremely fragile textile piece 

that has withstood the test of time up until now.  

 

As stewards of Livingston County history, preserving the “War 

Record of the 136th N.Y.V.” banner assures that this object of 

local, state, and national significance will be accessible to future 

generations, particularly those studying the Civil War.  No re-

placement exists of its kind to honor the fallen heroes and ordi-

nary soldiers of the Genesee Valley and of a nation.    

“The broadest, and maybe the most 

meaningful definition of volunteer-

ing:  Doing more than you have to 

because you want to, in a cause you 

consider good.”       ~Ivan Scheier 
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VOLUNTEERS  MAKE A 

DIFFERENCE 

Do you have some time, energy, and expertise to share?  

Perhaps you have organizational skills, have done some 

fundraising, or have always enjoyed being around museums.  

Maybe you like working on historic buildings or enjoy com-

municating with others.  All sorts of skills are useful for a 

non-profit group such as LCHS which depends on volun-

teers. If you are interested in joining our docent volunteer 

team, please complete a volunteer form found on our web-

site or contact 243-9147.   

LCHS is now accepting nominations for LCHS board posi-

tions.  LCHS seeks to identify potential board candidates 

interested in advancing the mission, vision, and strategic 

goals of the Livingston County Historical Society.  If you 

would like to be considered for a board position, please 

contact lchistory@frontier.com. 

 

 

 

 

Members and donors, please mark your holiday calendar 

for December 5th at the Livingston County Museum.  From 

6:30-8:30pm, join us for a festive time recognizing your 

support.  Enjoy background music played by a violin duo 

while you sip a beverage and enjoy good company.  A small 

sampling of performers from Geneseo’s Central’s produc-

tion of  A Christmas Carol will share their holiday spirit.  

 

RORBACH CIVIL WAR LETTERS: LOVE IN WAR 

Thank you to Joan Reeves who has donated a beautiful quilt as a 

fundraising raffle.  Beautifully stitched in the pattern of an American 

flag, this quilt would make a  lovely wall hanging, lap quilt, bedspread 

cover, or picnic blanket.  Raffle chances are available for sale for 

$1.00 each.  Raffle chances  will be available for purchase     during 

regular museum hours and at museum programs.  The winning ticket 

will be drawn on December 5th at the members and donors holiday 

reception.  

  

Thanks to the efforts of past intern Rob Terreri and Leicester Town Historian, Tom Roffe, the col-

lection of Rorbach Civil War letters loaned to LCHS by the Mendoza family, are now transcribed.  

Most of the letters are written by John Rorbach to his wife Libby and by Libby to John.  Join us un 

Sunday, November 2nd, at 2:30pm for a reading of samples of these letters.  Under the direction of 

Dr. Melanie Blood, SUNY Geneseo, two readers will play the roles of John and Libby.  This is sure 

to be a fabulous program to follow the brief semi-annual meeting.   

You Could Win This Beautiful 

Handmade Quilt! 

MEMBERS AND DONORS HOLIDAY    
RECEPTION-DECEMBER 5, 2014 

6:30-8:30pm 

2014 Croquet Champions –Karen Hire (3rd place), Jon Perkins 

(1st place) along with his trophy holder Liam Feder, and 

Brendan Hanley (2nd place) 

mailto:lchistory@frontier.com

