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SECTION II – HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Image II - 1: Children playing outside of the schoolhouse (nd).  
Photo Courtesy of Livingston County Historical Society 

  
 

 
Image II -2: Teachers Minnie Toole, Ms.Shepard, and Mis Euchner standing 
outside of the School (nd). Photo Courtesy of Livingston County Historical 
Society. 
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HISTORICAL CONTEXT 
 
VILLAGE OF GENESEO 
 
The Livingston County Historical Society Museum, known 
formerly as the Cobblestone Schoolhouse, is located in the 
historic Village of Geneseo, NY about 35 miles to the south of 
Rochester, NY. Its name is derived from Gen-nis-he-yo, 
Iroquois for “beautiful valley” as it is located with scenic vistas 
overlooking the Genesee River Valley.  
 
Established in the 1790s, the Village of Geneseo was part of 
the acquisition of Seneca Indian land encompassing 
approximately two-thirds of New York State west of the 
Genesee River. The ability of non-natives to officially settle the 
Village of Geneseo on these Seneca Indian lands came after 
the Treaty of Big Tree in 1797 when they ceded rights to their 
land allowing greater European influence in the area.1 The 
Treaty brought together representatives of the Seneca Indian 
Nation, the Holland Land Company - a group of Dutch 
investors, and influential businessmen of the region, including 
James and William Wadsworth. Meetings regarding the treaty 
were held on the Wadsworth property located along the 
Genesee River in a densely forested area known for large oak 
trees, hence the moniker of the area, Big Tree. 
 
Owned by Phelps & Gorham who had purchased their tract 
from the State of Massachusetts, it was later bought by the 
Holland Land Company, a group of thirteen Dutch investors, 
well known for their role in the development of Western New 
York. The Holland Land Company then sold off portions of the 
massive parcel, including large tracts in the Genesee Valley 
and present-day Village of Geneseo, to members of the 
Wadsworth Family from Connecticut. To oversee the family 
land, the brothers James and William Wadsworth, a land agent 
and farmer respectively, moved to the area in the late 1780s. 
 
Exerting considerable influence in brokering the Treaty of Big 
Tree, the Wadsworths saw the prospect of successful 

                                                 
1 Barnes, Katherine. The Genesee Country. Maxon Publishing, 1972, pg 6. 

agricultural industry and came to own a large portion of the 
area to be incorporated as the Village of Geneseo in 1832. 
Their stewardship of much of agricultural Geneseo continued 
and as community leaders they established many facilities, 
including several educational institutions in the Village. 
 
Because of its significance in the development of New York 
State, in 1977 the Geneseo Main Street area was listed on the 
New York State and National Registers of Historic Places, the 
official lists of sites worthy of preservation because of their 
architectural and cultural significance. The Livingston County 
Historical Museum at 30 Center Street, in the ca. 1838 
Cobblestone Schoolhouse, was deemed a contributing building 
to the Historic District during the subsequent 1985 boundary 
expansion of the established historic district. Indicating its great 
significance to the settlement of New York State, the Village of 
Geneseo was distinguished as a National Historic Landmark 
District in 1991. This is the highest level of distinction for 
historic places and the Village of Geneseo is one of only 
twenty-four National Historic Landmark Districts in the United 
States. 
 
Today, the Village of Geneseo, lying within the Town of 
Geneseo, is the county seat of Livingston County. As of the 
2000 Census, the Town has a population of 9,654, with 7,579 
residing within the Village itself. Much of the Village of 
Geneseo is utilized by the nearly 5,000 full-time students at the 
State University of New York at Geneseo, one of the most 
recognized public universities in New York State.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Image II - 3: The Village of Geneseo as depicted in the Atlas of Livingston 
County, New York published in 1872. 
 

 
Image II - 4: Historic postcard of Main Street, view north (nd). 
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COBBLESTONE CONSTRUCTION 
 
Cobblestone construction is characterized by the use of a 
naturally rounded stone larger than a pebble and smaller than 
a boulder used in masonry construction, averaging roughly 3”-
6” in diameter. The first cobblestone buildings appeared in 
Europe, specifically England. There are three defined periods 
of cobblestone masonry recognized in New York State, 
considered to extend from 1825 to the 1860s.2  With many 
masons having come to New York to work on the Erie Canal, 
there appears to have been a ready workforce in the region. 
This, with the abundance of cobblestones, led to the 
construction method’s popularity. 
 
Cobbles most commonly used in this type of construction are 
sedimentary stones that originated in the shallow waterbed of 
the region that were then lifted into and eroded by expanding 
glaciers before their deposition by retreating glaciers. Some 
metamorphic rocks from Canadian lands further north, may 
also be used in cobblestone buildings.3  
 
Cobblestone construction was described well by Buffalo 
architect Olaf William Shelgren, Jr. as architectural “folk art” 
unique to Central and Western New York.4 Construction of this 
type required several masons, but no mason is thought to have 
been specifically trained in cobblestone masonry.  The 
materials used were found locally, often the result of pulling 
glacially-deposited stones from topsoil during farming. The 
finished buildings featured a structurally sound design, typically 
augmented with limestone quoins, required minimal upkeep 
aside from regular repointing of mortar joints, and were 
naturally fireproof, a concern of the times when heat, cooking 
and lighting were accomplished with open flames. 
 
 
 
                                                 
2 Schmidt, Carl F. Cobblestone Masonry. Scottsville, NY. 1966, pg 2. 
3 Todd, Nancy. “Cobblestone Architecture of New York State,’ Multiple 
Properties Documentation Form, New York State Office of Parks, 
Recreation and Historic Preservation, 1993. 
4 Shelgren, Jr., Olaf William. Cobblestone Landmarks of New York State. 
New York: Syracuse University Press, 1978, pg 1. 

The cobblestone buildings are heavily concentrated in Wayne, 
Monroe, and Ontario Counties along Lake Ontario’s southern 
shore, with fewer examples in more western and southern 
counties. The development pattern is attributed to the 
prevalence of round, glacially deposited stones more near the 
edge of receding glaciers from the north, than in other parts of 
New York. A survey indentified 21 cobblestone buildings in 
Livingston County, with the greatest concentration in the 
Villages of Lima, York and Geneseo.  
 
Over 75% of the cobblestone structures were constructed as 
residences, followed in popularity by agricultural buildings and 
educational facilities. Of the approximately 50 cobblestone 
schoolhouses identified in Central and Western New York, the 
majority were far less detailed than the Livingston County 
Historical Museum, and were most typically one story, one-
room buildings.5 
 
A National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property 
Documentation Form (MPDF) was written for “Cobblestone 
Architecture in New York State” and this cover document was 
accepted by the New York State Historic Preservation Office 
and the National Park Service in 1992. 6 This MPDF document 
covers cobblestone buildings with this related building 
construction technique and material, largely unique to New 
York State.  
 
As of September 2010, ten cobblestone resources located in 
Livingston County are listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places, including the Livingston County Historical 
                                                 
5 Roudabush, Robert. Unpublished inventory of cobblestone buildings in 
New York State, completed 1976-1980. On file at the Landmark Society of 
Western New York, Rochester, NY. 
6 A Multiple Property submission contains two parts: a Multiple Property 
Documentation Form (MPDF) and individual registration forms. The MPDF 
acts as a cover document for the submission; it includes a broad narrative 
historical overview of the area, and serves as a basis for evaluating related 
properties. The form may be used to nominate thematically-related historic 
properties simultaneously in one submission, or over time. The MPDF cover 
document does not list a property on the National Register; the actual 
nomination of each building, district, site, object or structure is made on the 
registration form. The Multiple Property submission process can streamline 
the nomination process.  

Society which was certified as a contributing building to the 
National Historic Landmark District of the Village of Geneseo. 7 
 

 
Image II - 5: Cobblestone schoolhouse in Childs, Orleans County, NY. 
Courtesy of Historic American Building Survey, NY-6241-1. 
 
 

                                                 
7 National Register-listed cobblestone buildings in Livingston County 
include the Barnard Cobblestone House, Lima (09NR03183); Cobblestone 
Caretaker’s Cottage as part of The Geneseo Livingston Homestead, 
Geneseo (90NT01378); Coverdale Cobblestone House, Leicester 
(04NR05350); Ganoung Cobblestone Farmhouse, Lima (09NR01358); 
Markham Cobblestone Farmhouse and Barn Complex, Lima (09NE01362); 
Morgan Cobblestone Farmhouse, Lima (09NR01364); Payne Cobblestone 
House, Conesus (06NR05639); School No. 6, Lima (90NR01368); Sliker 
Cobblestone House, Conesus (06NR05665); Tenant Farmhouse as part of 
Barber-Mulligan Farm, Avon (90NR01352).  
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PUBLIC EDUCATION IN LIVINGSTON COUNTY 
 
Starting in the early 1800s, district schools began serving the 
young children of Livingston County. District schools were 
located both in the villages and rural communities, with young 
children of various ages and abilities usually together in one 
room. Attendance at school required payment in the form of a 
cash fee or parents often contributed goods or work to credit 
towards the fee. These district schools were most often one-
room schoolhouses with simple detailing and heated with a 
centrally located wood stove. Children were required to supply 
their own desks. There were ten district schools in the 
Geneseo area which were dispersed in such a pattern that 
children would walk no more than two to three miles to school. 
District #5 School was the only school located in the Village of 
Geneseo, the others serving more rural residents. 
 
During an 1853 meeting of the New York State Legislature the 
concept of a union free school district was established, being 
most typically a merging of several small school districts in 
order to support a high school. At this time and in smaller 
communities, these school districts were commonly drawn 
along similar municipal boundaries, such as village or town 
boundaries.8 In the 1867s these schools became available to 
the public as part of the Union Free School Districts. 
 
Enrollment increased as the villages developed, creating the 
need for additional classrooms and schools. Education 
continued to flourish in Geneseo in part due to the opening of 
the Wadsworth Normal School at Geneseo in 1871 to train 
high school students as teachers using a standard or “normal” 
curriculum.  
 
The Union Free School Districts came under control of the 
State Education Department in 1918 and the schoolhouses 
were then used for on-the-job training of new teachers enrolled 
at the Normal School. The facilities of District #5 School soon 
became inadequate for this new usage and in 1932 the 
school’s functions were moved to the expanding Normal 
                                                 
8 “Local Government Handbook.” NYS Department of State, 6th ed., 2009. 
Available at http://www.dos.state.ny.us/lgss/pdfs/Handbook.pdf#page=87. 

School campus elsewhere in the Village of Geneseo. 9 Today, 
the Normal School is the State University of New York at 
Geneseo. 
 

 
Image II- 6: District #1 Schoolhouse (nd). Courtesy of the Livingston County 
Historian. 
 

 
Image II – 7: Wright’s District #3 Schoolhouse (nd).  
Courtesy of the Livingston County Historian.  

                                                 
9 Dunn, Alberta. ”Cobblestones, Children, Collections.” Livingston County 
Historical Society. Geneseo, NY: 1992, pg 17. 

 
 
 
 

 
Image II – 8: Mount Morris District School Interior (1912). Courtesy of the 
Livingston County Historian. 
 

 
Image II – 9: Wright’s District #3 Schoolhouse Interior (nd).  
Courtesy of the Livingston County Historian. 
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BIG TREE 
 
Due to its many natural resources, the Genesee Valley was 
well-settled by the Seneca Indian Nation. As European settlers 
began to lay claim to the land, it was necessary to negotiate 
land rights with the Seneca Nation. Talks held on the property 
of the Wadsworth family culminated in The Treaty of Big Tree 
in 1797 that created land reservations for the Seneca while 
granting ownership of the land to the Holland Land Company 
for development.  
 
During these times, the heavily forested region around the 
Genesee Valley was simply called Big Tree, hence the naming 
of the Treaty of Big Tree. More specifically, the Treaty also 
refers to a particularly large oak tree along the west bank of the 
Genesee River that stood on Wadsworth family property that 
hosted the Treaty negotiations. After having been rooted in that 
location for what some estimate at 300 years, the Big Tree fell 
due to river bank erosion in 1857.  
 
The fallen tree or sections of it were kept on Wadsworth land, 
and appears to have been on display for some period of time. 
In 1934, the tree stump from the Wadsworth property was 
moved to the southwest corner of the Museum property. In the 
1980s, under the stewardship of the Historical Society, the 
remaining section of the tree trunk was treated in order to 
prevent further deterioration, the methods and results of which 
are not known.10  
 
WILLARD HOSE BUILDING 
 
The Willard Hose Building, circa 1890s, is a former fire cart 
building that was relocated to the site of the Museum in 1989. 
Its historic location was along the railroad lines at the bottom 
(west end) of Court Street. In 1900, the building housed one of 
a group of four independent fire carts stationed throughout the 
Village.11 Its use was discontinued by the Volunteer Fire 

                                                 
10 Dunn, Alberta. “Cobblestone, Children, Collections.” Livingston County 
Historical Society, 2004. 
11 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1900. 

Company when a more modern fire station equipped with a 
steam pumper was built in the Village.  
 
In order to preserve the original fire cart hose house, the wood 
frame building was moved to the Museum property. The 
estimated cost of relocation was $3500 as per a 1989 Village 
of Geneseo Building Permit.12 The building was donated to the 
Museum by Mr. and Mrs. Tom LaGroa, and before being 
moved was located at 68 North Street, formerly the residence 
of Ed and Marion Herron.  
 
The front gabled, vertical wood-sided building measures 
approximately 12’-6’ in width, 16’-7” in length and 14’-3” in 
height. It sits on a poured concrete base and is located on the 
southwest corner of the Museum property next to the shelter 
protecting the Big Tree artifact.  
 
Conditions of the building were improved in the 1990s to allow 
for the display of fire department artifacts on a seasonal basis, 
but the building remains inadequate to house collections. 
 

 
Image II - 10: Photo of Big Tree stump as displayed on Wadsworth Property 
ca. 1897. Image from “A History of the Treaty of Big Tree.” 
 

                                                 
12 “Application for Building Permit #B-38-89.” Village of Geneseo, Livingston 
County, 31 July 1989. Available at the Town of Geneseo Offices, 4630 
Millennium Drive, Geneseo, NY 14454. 

 
Image II - 11: Sanborn Fire Insurance Map from 1900 showing location of 
independent hose carts in Village, noted with symbol +. Willard Hose 
Building is identified by the + symbol near the number 4. 
 
 
 

 
Image II - 12: Location of “Willard Hose Co. Hose Cart” shown at the west 
end of Court Street in a Sanborn Fire Insurance Map from 1900. 
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CHRONOLOGY OF DEVELOPMENT & USE 
 
PRE 1820s  PRE-DEVELOPMENT 
 
Settlement of the Village of Geneseo in the 1790s was roughly 
planned and concentrated along Main Street with a dedicated 
open space at its southern terminus.13  
 
A conjectural map based on research by the Town and Village 
Historian shows shops and housing on Main Street; a frame 
schoolhouse on the east side of Main and another on what is 
now South Street/Route 20A near Temple Hill Cemetery. 
 

 
Image II - 13: A 1963 sketch of the Village of Geneseo in February 1813, 
note the concentration of settlement along Main Street and the location of 
two school houses. Courtesy of the Livingston County Historian. 
 

                                                 
13 “Main Street Historic District, Geneseo, Livingston County, NY.” National 
Register Nomination, 9 November 1977 (90NR01377) and 11 February 
1985 (90NR01376). On record at the NY State Historic Preservation Office.  

As needs outgrew the schoolhouse on Main Street, the well-
established Wadsworth brothers, committed to the 
advancement of education through philanthropy, donated land 
for a new school. The site was located on a corner parcel of 
land measuring approximately 260 feet wide by 175 feet deep, 
situated on the southwest corner of Center Street and Third 
Street (currently called Elm Street).  
 
In the 1820 deed granting title of the lot to the Village of 
Geneseo, the Wadsworth brothers stipulated that the land and 
any subsequent buildings must be used for educational 
purposes: 
 

“…that said premises shall be used and maintained by 
the party of the second part [Livingston County 
Historical Society] for literary and educational purposes, 
and, in connection therewith, as a repository or museum 
for the present and future collection of historical and 
other articles…”14  

 
1820 – 1838 BRICK ACADEMY 
 
At the time of this land transfer, or very soon after, there stood 
a two-story red brick building on the property. It was known as 
the Brick Academy or Academy Building, as educational 
institutions built prior to the district schools were often referred 
to as academies. Academies often trained students in single 
trades. 
 
The Brick Academy served as a schoolhouse on the first floor 
while the second floor was used to hold County Court and 
often used as a religious meeting place.15 County Court met at 
the Brick Academy until the new Courthouse was completed in 
1821 at the northern terminus of Main Street.  
 

                                                 
14 “30 Center Street Deed – 80.16-2-4.” Union Free School District Number 
Five and the Livingston County Historical Society, 3 August 1932. Courtesy 
of the Livingston County Historical Society. 
15 Mahood, Wayne. General Wadsworth: The Life and Times of Major 
General James S. Wadsworth. Cambridge, MA: DaCapo Press, 2003. 

At this time, a modest brick church ca. 1825 stood at the 
corner of Center and Elm Streets and was used by a branch of 
the National Methodist Missionary Society, which formed in the 
Geneseo area in 1828.16 The building was a hub of Methodist 
missionary work until 1850 when the organization built a new 
church building three lots to the west of the brick building, in its 
current location at 26-28 Center Street. 17 
 

 
 
Image II - 14: Published in 1858 Gillette’s Map of Livingston County depicts 
a rectangular building labeled “SH”, referring to schoolhouse, which could 
either be the Brick Academy or the 1838 Cobblestone School illustrated 
with a simplified footprint. Also shown, the ca. 1825 Methodist Society brick 
building at the eastern portion of the lot. 
 
 

                                                 
16 Parish, David. "The Church in the Valley...History of the Geneseo United 
Methodist Church...Sesquicentennial 1825-1975", Geneseo, NY: Livingston 
Republican. Parish is the current Geneseo Village and Town Historian. 
17 The ca. 1850 church is situated on an interior lot west of the Livingston 
County Historical Society, ca. 1838 and east of the Wadsworth Library, ca. 
1867. 
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1838 – 1867 COBBLESTONE/CENTER STREET SCHOOL 
 
After the building of a new Court House18, the Brick Academy 
was used primarily as a schoolhouse. With increased 
enrollment in the growing Village of Geneseo a larger school 
became necessary. A call for builders appeared in The 
Livingston Register newspaper on May 28, 1838 describing the 
type of building desired for the former Wadsworth property:  

 
“Also, for building a school house for the Village of 
Geneseo thirty six feet wide by fifty six feet long with two 
wings for entrance, and wood houses. The walls of the 
building to be made of small stone and well finished.” 

 
The Cobblestone Center Street School was built for 
approximately $4000, the majority having been raised by a 
district tax.19 Records indicate that the school may have been 
built by Hugh McBride, a local builder residing at the southeast 
corner of Center Street and Elm Street. A carpenter by trade, 
he would have enlisted the skill of trained masons in the area. 
 
The schoolhouse was completed in fall of 1838 and built on the 
western portion of the lot, presumably the site of the former 
Brick Academy. 
 
Original 1838 Cobblestone Schoolhouse 
 
Designed in the Greek Revival style, the Cobblestone 
Schoolhouse illustrated a level of detail that was rare, even in 
other cobblestone schools located in the Genesee Valley, 
which were typically single room buildings. The symmetrical 
design featured a one-story central block flanked by low one-
story entrance wings.  
 
The exterior walls were constructed of durable cobblestone 
masonry featuring limestone quoins at corners and limestone 
lintels and sills. The main block of the building showed greater 
attention to detail with coursing of 4 rows of cobblestone to 

                                                 
18 The new Village of Geneseo Court House was built on the north terminus 
of Main Street in 1821. 
19 Dunn, Albert, pg 6. 

each quoin, while the secondary wings had three rows to each 
quoin. Hipped roofs at the main block and flanking entrance 
wings were clad with standing seam metal roofing. 
 
Three 4/4 wood sash double hung windows with limestone sills 
and lintels were evenly distributed on the north front façade of 
the main block and featured operable exterior wood shutters.20  
Windows of the same configuration appeared on the east and 
west (secondary side) facades opening to the main and rear 
(south) classrooms.21 
 
The two one-story wings’ two-bay north facades featured a 
paneled door with transom and sidelights and a 2/2 double 
hung wood sash window in the outer bay. The wings may have 
served as separate entrances for boys and girls.  
 
Three chimneys serviced the school. A centralized brick 
chimney at the main block and was utilized by a wood stove on 
the south wall of the main north classroom space. A brick 
chimney was located on the east wall of the south classroom 
and another was located at the east wall of the west wing. 
 
Inside, the floorplan resembled that of a cross. The main block 
featured two separate classrooms, a rarity in early district 
schools. The front (north) classroom was primary and featured 
hardwood floors, plastered walls, with wood wainscot and 
small wall mounted slate chalkboards, and a barrel vaulted 
wood ceiling. The rear (south) classroom was similar in 
detailing but featured a flat wood ceiling. It has been noted that 
the eastern wing was used as a coat room while the west wing 
was utilized as a wood shed supplying fuel to the centralized 
wood stove. 22 

                                                 
20  An1880s historic photograph indicates that façade originally featured 
wood shutters, shown removed in photograph taken ca.1905.  
Parish, David W. as Geneseo Village and Town Historian. “Cornelia’s 
Worlds: A History of Geneseo 1850-1900”, 2001. pg 55. 
21 An 1885 Sanborn Map, indicates there were two windows located on the 
west wall of south (rear) classroom referred to now as the Middle Room. 
Based on the overall symmetry of building these windows were most likely 
on east wall as well, but may not have been noted on fire insurance map 
because there was no exposure to fire on the east side of schoolhouse. 
22 Dunn, Alberta, pg 24, and Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, 1885 and 1894. 

Outside the school, the site was bounded by a wood fence, in 
order to keep cattle out, and featured open lawn and mature 
trees. An out building, presumably an outhouse facility built of 
wood framed construction, was located behind the 
schoolhouse on the southwest corner of the site. 
 
The floorplan and elevations on the following pages illustrate 
assumptions on the original design of the schoolhouse. 
 

 
Image II -15: Class photograph taken in the 1880s at the front/north 
elevation of the Cobblestone School, note the exterior shutters. From 
“Cornelia’s Worlds: A History of Geneseo 1850-1900” by David W. Parish, 
Geneseo Village and Town Historian. 
 

 
Image II - 16: The District #5 School depicted much as it was originally built 
in a postcard sent in 1916. 
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1867 – 1932 DISTRICT NO. 5 SCHOOL  
 
In 1867 the Cobblestone School was integrated into the 
Geneseo Union Free School District, consisting of ten districts, 
and became known as District No. 5 School.23 With the 
momentum of a more structured school system and the 
guidance of a Board of Trustees, the Union Free School 
District sold the extant “old brick church” on the corner of 
Center and Elm Streets to Charles Jones for $150 in March of 
1871. Having previously used the brick church building in some 
capacity, the School decided to meet its increased needs by 
constructing an addition to District #5 School building. This 
addition, the first of many, was constructed of wood framing, as 
opposed to masonry, due to the belief that the school would 
not be utilized very much longer due to the establishment of 
the Normal School. 
 
Previously chartered by the State in 1867 and opened in 1871, 
the Wadsworth Normal School at Geneseo quickly began to 
spread the reach of academics in the area by training young 
teachers. These young educators developed their skills by 
teaching in local elementary schools, such as District No. 5 
School which came under the jurisdiction of the Normal School 
in 1918.  
 
With this new purpose as a teaching school, that required 
considerably higher standards for amenities, and the increased 
enrollment, due to the growing population of the Village of 
Geneseo, the school building became insufficient. The majority 
of school age children began to attend the newly built grade 
school at the Normal School campus. District No. 5 School 
closed in 1932, having served the community for over 90 
years. 24 
 
 
                                                 
23 Dunn, Alberta, pg 12. 
24 Recollections by Geneseo residents who attended District No. 5 School 
are rich with detail and describe the use of the school and the large school 
yard for community events. They have been recorded in 
“Memoirs:Remembering Geneseo on the Occasion of its 200th Year.” Town 
of Geneseo Bicentennial Committee and The Association for the 
Preservation of Geneseo, 1989. 

 
Image II – 17: Photo of schoolgirl on her way to school(1929). Note south 
(rear) elevation of school in background. Photo courtesy of Livingston 
County Historical Society. 
 

    
Image II - 18: Circa 1830s desk brought to school by Vance Family who 
attended school at District No. 5 School 
 
Image II - 19: Original classroom slate chalkboard discovered under 
multiple layers of paint. 

 
Image II - 20: 1895 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map shows District #5 School 
with the 1871 wood frame addition at the southwest corner of the main 
building. 
 
1871 Expansion – Southwest Corner Classroom 
 
In 1871 an addition was built on the southwest corner of the 
building to accommodate an additional classroom for the 
school. The one-story rectangular addition was constructed of 
wood framing on a stone foundation with wood clapboard 
siding. The addition also featured a hipped roof with standing 
seam metal roofing. Large 6/6 double hung wood windows 
were located on each of the exposed exterior walls with simple 
exterior detailing. 
 
The north façade featured a front-facing gable with pediment 
and exterior entry door, indicating that children entered the 
classroom directly from the outside. The addition may have 
been connected to the south classroom of the main block 
through an interior door.25 A rear door on the south facade 
allowed for easy access to the privy.  
 
                                                 
25 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1900. 
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The 1871 addition is well-illustrated in the Atlas of Livingston 
County dated 1872.26 The “old brick church” sold to Charles 
Jones in 1871 had been demolished by this date, creating a 
large school yard in the eastern portion of the double lot.  
 
The interior of the 1871 classroom addition was open in layout 
and finished with hardwood flooring, plastered walls, and a flat 
wood ceiling.  
 
 
1906 Expansion – West Hyphen  
 
In 1906 a hyphen addition was built, presumably to offer an 
interior connection from southwest classroom to the main 
building. The one-story addition was built of simple wood-frame 
construction with wood clapboard siding. The roof was low 
sloped and would have likely had standing seam metal roofing, 
similar to the rest of school. The addition most likely featured 
some type of window to allow natural light into the hallway, 
although no conclusive evidence was found.   
 
The interior was simple with hardwood flooring, plastered 
walls, and wood ceiling with low clearance.  
 
In 1906 the outhouse is not shown on the Sanborn Fire 
Insurance Map. It is possible that as part of this building 
campaign, the outhouse was removed and an indoor toilet 
room was installed in the west wing. 
 
 
1916 Expansion – East Classroom 
 
In 1916 another classroom addition was constructed on the 
east side of the school, south of the east entrance wing. The 
one-story rectangular addition was built of wood frame 
construction, with wood clapboard siding, resting on a stone 
foundation. The roof was hipped as well, continuing the 
established plane of the roof of the east wing. The fenestration 

                                                 
26 “Atlas of Livingston County, New York.” F.W. Beers & Co., New York: 
1872. Available in the collection of the Livingston County Historical Society. 

featured small 4/4 double hung windows with simple detailing 
on each of the two exposed exterior walls.  
 
During this building campaign, a window opening was created 
in the east cobblestone wall of the east wing and featured a 
similar 4/4 double hung wood window to those of the new 
addition. A new 4/4 double hung wood window was also 
installed in the north (front) window opening. This opening 
originally featured a 2/2 double hung wood window, but at 
some point was boarded and then subsequently replaced in 
1916. 
 
The interior of the classroom addition was open in layout and 
internally connected to the south (rear) classroom of the main 
block. It was finished with hardwood flooring, plastered walls, 
and a flat and possibly plastered ceiling. There was a grooved 
chair rail, or possible wainscot cap molding, in the classroom; a 
more decorative appearance than the plain trim of the original 
building. This decorative molding was also installed in the “coat 
room” of the east wing, along with a more contemporary door 
and enframement. This evidence supports the theory that 
interior modifications to the original east wing were completed 
in 1916. These may have included the addition of the interior 
partition separating the “Coat Room” from the classroom.  
 
Ca. 1916-1932 Alterations – Windows 
 
With the construction of these multiple additions, the south 
(rear) classroom lost most or all of the windows that originally 
brought natural light into the space. The need for additional 
windows was met by the installation of three large, 20-light, 
steel frame sash windows into the south (rear) cobblestone 
wall of the main block. Similar steel sash were most likely 
installed, in a clerestory fashion, in the west cobblestone wall 
of the main block. This work was completed between 1916 and 
1929, although an exact date is unknown, but appears to be 
the last major work done on the building before District #5 
School closed. 
 
The elevations and floorplan on the following pages illustrate 
assumptions on the configuration of the building at the time 
when the school closed its doors in 1932. 

 
Image II - 21: Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of 1906 illustrating the ca. 1906 
addition to the west side of the building.  
 

 
Image II - 22: Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of 1930 illustrating the ca. 1916 
addition to the east side of the building.  
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POST 1932 LIVINGSTON COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
 
As per the 1820 deed granting land from the Wadsworth 
Brothers estate holdings, the land at the corner of Center and 
Elm Street was forever to be used as a place of education. In 
August 1932, the property was sold to the Livingston County 
Historical Society for one dollar, under the agreement that it be 
used, “for literary and educational purposes, and, in connection 
therewith, as a repository or museum for the present and future 
collection of historical and other articles…for the public 
exhibition and study thereof.”27 
 
The former school became home to the Livingston County 
Historical Society Museum and its collections that were 
formerly on display at the log cabin located in the village park. 
The museum was formally dedicated on May 24, 1933. 
 
In 1934 the Museum acquired the last remaining portion of the 
oak that stood on Wadsworth property along the Genesee 
River during the signing of the Treaty of Big Tree in 1797. 
Previous to its relocation to the southwest corner of the 
property, it was sheltered on Wadsworth family property.  
 
 

                                                 
27 “30 Center Street Deed – 80.16-2-4.” 

1958 Expansion – Wadsworth Coach Display 
 
In 1958 a free-standing shelter was constructed to display the 
ca. 1873 stagecoach previously owned by members of the 
Wadsworth family.  The wood-frame shed was located to the 
south of the building along the rear property line. The display 
was small, just slightly larger than the coach itself. The Coach 
was viewed through wire mesh along the north façade, while 
the remaining sides were clad in wood board and batten.  
 
 
1968 Expansion – Memorial Room, Coach House 
 
During the 1960s a successful capital campaign for the 
Museum allowed for an expansion project. In 1968 the 
Memorial Room addition was constructed on the south side of 
the Museum. The large one-story rectangular addition was built 
of wood frame construction, with wood clapboard siding, 
resting on a slab on grade foundation. The roof was a low 
sloped hipped roof and continued the established plane of the 
roof of the east wing and 1916 addition. It was finished with 
asphaltic roofing. There is no evidence that windows were 
present at this addition.  
 
This capital campaign also allowed for the expansion of the 
Coach display to a width equal to that of the Memorial Room 
addition. A long and narrow, one-story addition was built of 
wood frame construction and clad in board and batten wood 
siding. The roof was gabled and presumably covered in 
asphalt shingle roofing. The north wall of the Coach House 
featured six multi-light wood sash windows, for viewing the 
coach display from the exterior, and large doors at either end 
allowed for moving the coach in and out.  
 
Other work at this time included some repairs to the framing of 
the hipped roof of the main block. It is possible that the small 
one-story addition to the west of the Museum, housing toilet 
and storage rooms, was also completed as part of this capital 
campaign. 

    
Image II - 23: 1968 Photo of work being completed on the Coach House. 
Courtesy of Livingston County Historical Society. 
 
Image II – 24: 1968 Photo of the southeast corner of the Museum prior to 
construction of the Memorial Room addition. Courtesy of Livingston County 
Historical Society. 
 
 

 
Image II – 25 1968 Photo of the southeast corner of the Museum during 
construction of the Memorial Room addition. Courtesy of Livingston County 
Historical Society. 
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 1973 Expansion – Annex 
 
In 1973 the Annex addition was constructed on the south side 
of the Museum, connecting the Coach House to the Memorial 
Room addition. The estimated cost of construction was 
$3800.28 The long and narrow one-story rectangular addition 
was built of wood frame construction, with wood clapboard 
siding, resting on a presumed slab on grade foundation. The 
roof was a low sloped gabled roof covered with asphaltic 
roofing. There is no evidence that windows were present at this 
addition, but it did feature exit doors to either end.  
 
 
Post 1973 Improvements 
 
In 1989 the Willard Hose Building was acquired by the 
Museum and located on the southwest portion of the property 
next to the Big Tree display. In 1998 the cobblestone masonry 
repointing project was initiated and was completed in 2000. In 
2001, celebrating the Society’s 125th anniversary, the hedge 
was removed in front of the Museum and replaced with the 
current flower beds. In 2009 the chain-link fence was removed 
and UV-filtered storm windows were installed at the 
Auditorium.  
 
Other improvements included the enlargement and paving of 
the parking area, the removal and replacement of the west 
entrance door, the installation of loose-fill insulation above the 
ceilings of the main block29, the refinishing of the flooring and 
painting of the ceiling in the Auditorium, and the removal of a 
portion of the central brick chimney above the roof level.  

                                                 
28 “Village of Geneseo, Building Permit #581” Village of Geneseo Planning 
Board, 16 August 1973. Available at the Town of Geneseo Offices. 
29 The main block features an un-finished, concealed space above the 
finished ceilings and below the hipped roof. Historically, there was no 
access to this space. An access panel has been created, presumably for 
the purpose of installing the insulation, in the Auditorium ceiling. 
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TIMELINE 
 
PRE 1820s  PRE-DEVELOPMENT 
 
1789 – The Town of Geneseo established and Europeans 
settled the area in the Genesee River Valley 
 
1797 – Treaty of Big Tree reached agreement with Seneca 
Nation to release title of land 
 
1820 – 1838 BRICK ACADEMY 
 
July 17, 1820 – William and James Wadsworth donated land 
on Center Street to Village for use as school 
 
1821 – County Courthouse completed at north terminus of 
Main Street, court no longer held in Brick Academy 
 
1825 – Local branch of National Methodist Missionary Society 
constructed brick building at corner of Center and Elm Streets 
 
1832 – The Village of Geneseo incorporated 
 
1838 – 1867 COBBLESTONE/CENTER STREET SCHOOL 
 
1838 – Cobblestone School built  
 
Ca. 1850 – Methodist Society built church at 26-28 Center 
Street, two lots west of Cobblestone School 
 
1852 – Land at corner of Center and Elm Street purchased by 
Cobblestone School from Methodist Society 
  
1853 – New York State Legislature established concept of 
Union Free Schools, smaller districts and high schools 
 
1855 - Livingston County Teachers’ Association met in building 
to organize teaching methods and school practices 
 
1857 – The large oak tree, said to have inspired the naming of 
the Treaty of Big Tree, fell  

 
1867 – 1932 DISTRICT #5 SCHOOL 
 
1867 – Cobblestone School reorganized into Union Free 
School District #5 School; Wadsworth Library built at 24 Center 
Street 
 
1871 – Classroom addition built at southwest corner of school; 
Methodist Society at corner of Center and Elm Streets sold to 
Charles Jones; Normal School opened in Geneseo to train 
educators  
 
1872 – Atlas of Livingston County documented the removal of 
Methodist building at corner of Center and Elm Street 
 
Ca. 1906 –hyphen addition built connecting the west wing to 
the 1871 addition 
 
1913 – School replaced wood stoves with coal as per district 
regulations 
  
1916 – Classroom addition built at southeast corner of school 
 
1918 –District #5 School came under control of NY State 
Education Dept.; many students began to attend Normal 
School 
 
1932 – District #5 School closed; property transferred to 
Livingston County Historical Society  
 
POST 1932 LIVINGSTON COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
 
1933 – The Museum collection, previously on display in log 
cabin in Village Park, moved to Museum 
 
1934 – Section of Big Tree moved from Wadsworth property to 
the southwest corner of property 
 
1950 – Central heating installed, allowing Livingston County 
Historian’s Office to be located in the 1871 addition  
 

1958 – A shed constructed south of the building to display the 
Wadsworth Coach and farm equipment 
 
1965 –175th Anniversary of Town of Geneseo, historic marker 
placed at Museum, effort led by Margaret Gilmore, the former 
Village Historian and LCHS President  
 
1968 –Memorial Room addition built; the Coach Shed enlarged 
and re-sided 
 
1973 –Annex addition built, creating an interior connection 
between Coach Shed and Memorial Room 
 
1977 –Geneseo Main Street Historic District listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places 
 
1980s – Big Tree artifact treated to prevent further 
deterioration 
 
1985 –Geneseo Main Street Historic District boundaries 
expanded to include to the Museum property 
 
1989 – Willard Hose Building donated to the Museum and 
placed on southwest corner of property  
 
1991 – Village of Geneseo expanded National Register 
Historic District certified as a National Historic Landmark 
District 
 
1998 - 2000 – Select cobblestone repairs performed 
 
2001 – Landscape improvements made 
 
2004 – County Historian’s office moved off-site 
 
2004 – West entrance door removed and replaced with 
contemporary door infill 
 
2009 – Chain-link fence removed; UV-filtered storms installed 
at Auditorium windows 
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ADDITIONAL NOTES: 
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