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SECTION I – EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
Introduction 
 
Founded in 1876, the Livingston County Historical Society is 
one of the oldest organizations dedicated to preserving the 
heritage of western New York State. Its mission is to: 
 

“…present, promote, preserve, and value the rich 
history of Livingston County via its collections, 
programming, and partnerships.”1 

 
 
The non-for-profit institution operates the Livingston County 
Historical Society Museum in an early 19th century former 
schoolhouse building of cobblestone construction. The 
Museum’s collection is rich in history, telling the stories of the 
17 towns within Livingston County. Exhibits occupy the 
majority of the 6,400 square foot facility, focusing on: 

 Seneca Nation Heritage 
 Pioneer Settlement in the Genesee Valley 
 Farming and Agriculture 
 Early Public Education in Livingston County 
 Military Past 

 
The museum property is located at 30 Center Street in the 
historic Village of Geneseo, about 35 miles to the south of 
Rochester, NY. Established in the 1790s, the Village was part 
of the acquisition of Seneca Indian land encompassing 
approximately two-thirds of New York State west of the 
Genesee River. Today, the Village lies within the Town of 
Geneseo, the county seat of Livingston County. Much of the 
Village of Geneseo is home to nearly 5,000 full-time students 
at the State University of New York at Geneseo.  
 

                                                 
1 Livingston County Historical Society. Livingston County Historical Society 
Strategic Plan: January 2009 through December 2014. May 2010, pg. 2 

The Museum’s former District #5 Schoolhouse is located within 
the State and National Register-listed Main Street Historic 
District and is deemed a contributing building to the district’s 
historic significance. The Village of Geneseo was also 
distinguished as a National Historic Landmark District in 1991. 
This is the highest level of national distinction for historic 
places and the Village of Geneseo is one of only twenty-four 
National Historic Landmark Districts in the United States.  
 
 
Historical Context 
 
In 1820, the Wadsworth brothers granted title of their lot on the 
corner of Center and Elm Streets to the Village of Geneseo, 
stipulating that the land and any subsequent buildings must be 
used for educational purposes. In 1838, the Cobblestone 
School building was completed to a design illustrating a rare 
level of detail in contrast to other schools in the area, which 
were typically simple single-room buildings. The symmetrical 
design featured a one-story central block flanked by low one-
story entrance wings. Its cobblestone construction is 
characterized by the use of a naturally rounded stone masonry 
and limestone quoins and detailing. 
 
In 1867, the Cobblestone School was integrated into the 
Geneseo Union Free School District, consisting of ten districts, 
and became known as District #5 School. During this period, 
the building was expanded through multiple additions to 
accommodate increased enrollment. Union Free School 
Districts came under control of the State Education 
Department in 1918, and the schoolhouses were then used for 
on-the-job training of new teachers enrolled at the Normal 
School. The facilities of District #5 School soon became 
inadequate for this new use, and in 1932, the school’s 
functions were moved to the expanding Normal School 
campus elsewhere in the Village of Geneseo.  

 
Image I- 1: New York State map showing location of Geneseo, NY (Map 
courtesy of Google Maps) 
 
 

 
Image I- 2:  A postcard showing the Cobblestone School depicted much as 
it was originally built (nd.) 
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In 1932, the Livingston County Historical Society purchased 
the property for one dollar, under the agreement that the 
property continue to be used for educational purposes. In 1933 
the former schoolhouse became home to the Livingston 
County Historical Society Museum and its collections. Over 
time, the building continued to be expanded to accommodate 
the Society’s growing collections. 
 
The historic period of significance for the Livingston County 
Historical Museum property is 1838 through1934, the nearly 
100 year period which the building was utilized for its original 
purpose as a district school. 2 
 
 
The Museum Property Today 
 
The property retains its historic character. The site is a 
gently rolling lawn. The building retains high historic 
integrity along with the original configuration of interior 
spaces and historic architectural features and materials.  
 
The Museum building is in overall good condition, 
reflecting the longevity of the original building materials 
and the construction methods and good maintenance 
practices over time.  The building has a few conditions 
that affect public safety and that should be corrected, 
including structural failure at the main roof, improper 
electrical wiring, and fire hazards in the utility room.  
Although limited, general repair and maintenance are 
also needed to secure the building’s exterior envelope. 
 
Over the years, additions were constructed to serve the users’ 
immediate needs without an overall long term plan. The result 
is a multitude of spaces and a configuration and size that 
greatly limit the institution’s flexibility or ability to perform the 
normal functions of a museum. These include a lack of 

                                                 
2 The term “period of significance” refers to the span of time during which a 
property attained the significance that meets eligibility requirements for 
listing in the State and National Registers of Historic Places. 
 

dedicated storage, accessibility of collections, and visitor 
services such as modern toilet rooms and services. 
 
 
The Museum of Tomorrow 
 
The Society would like to see the building continue to house 
the collections in suitable spaces for display and viewing by the 
public, to continue to function as a regional center for 
educational activities, such as tours and activities for school-
age children, and to grow as an anchor destination for area 
education and tourism. Therefore, the Society has determined 
and adopted Program Goals to: 

 Enhance Public Safety 
 Secure and Maintain the Building Envelope 
 Improve Security and Care of the Collections 
 Improve Public Access to the Collections 
 Plan for New and Diverse Audiences  

The recommendations of this Historic Structure Report for the 
treatment of the Museum property reflect the short-range and 
long-range program goals of the Livingston County Historical 
Society and the needs of its largest artifact, the building. 
 
This report compiles and reflects serious investigation of the 
existing visible conditions of the facility and extensive 
discussions about the Society’s goals during the process of 
undertaking the Historic Structure Report. 
 
These have resulted in the over-riding conclusion that very 
significant alterations will have to be made to the interior of the 
existing footprint of the historic schoolhouse to accommodate 
all of the contemporary programmatic requirements of the 
Museum. Accommodating the needed improvements such as a 
dedicated collections storage area, accessible routes through 
the building and exhibit areas, and upgrades to the utility areas 
within the current footprint will lead to insufficient improvement 
to justify the effort and cost. 
 

To effectively accommodate these requirements in an efficient 
manner and without damaging the historic character of the 
historic property will require re-purposing the non-historic 
portions of the property in combination with a judicious 
expansion.  These efforts will be required to ensure the 
continued viability of the property in fulfilling the mission of the 
Livingston County Historical Museum and allowing the 
Museum to serve the public. 
 

 
Image I- 3: Ariel map showing Museum property outlined in yellow (Map 
courtesy of Google Earth) 
 

 
Image I- 4: Livingston County Historical Museum 
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SCOPE OF WORK FOR REPORT 
 
The intent of this report is to provide a clear and concise 
document to help guide the Livingston County Historical 
Society in their on-going stewardship, restoration and 
rehabilitation of their Museum and the environment it provides 
for the Museum’s collection. The report provides an evaluation 
and opinion of the most appropriate preservation treatments for 
the historic property and will serve as a guide for any future 
proposed changes to the property. 
 
The building is described in terms of the basic structure which 
includes the entire envelope of the Museum building and its 
interior spaces. The site is described in terms of area bounded 
by property lines and public access points including the parking 
lot, sidewalks, and stairs and steps. The Willard Hose Building 
and Big Tree Buildings are considered moved artifacts and are 
described in terms of site and collections. 
 
This report follows industry guidelines for preparation of 
Historic Structures Reports as outlined in the National Park 
Service Preservation Brief No. 43: The Preparation and Use of 
Historic Structure Reports. This report brings together into one 
document all the readily known and available information about 
the property including history, existing conditions and future 
plans for rehabilitation. The report does not include research or 
recommendations for future use other than its current use, nor 
any business planning, feasibility study or operations. The 
report does not address any issues dealing with hazardous 
materials. These matters are outside the scope of this report 
and should be reviewed as a matter of course for 
implementation of recommendations.  
 
This report has been prepared for: 

The Livingston County Historical Society 
(a 501 (c) 3 organization)  
30 Center Street 
Geneseo, NY 14454 

 
This report has been prepared by Clinton Brown Company 
Architecture pc, with the assistance of Barbara P. Moore, 

Conservation Consultant, and was funded in part by a grant 
from the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation through Title 9 of the Environmental Protection 
Act of 1993 and by Preserve New York, a grant program of the 
Preservation League of New York State and the New York 
State Council on the Arts. 
 
We have reviewed and determined the following in the typical 
areas of a historic structure report study in preparing this 
report: 
 
History 
 
For the most part, the building’s history has not been 
documented formally over time and therefore the scope of 
study for this report concentrates on understanding the 
chronology of both documented and/or apparent changes to 
the building during each historic period of development, often 
based on observable existing conditions. 
 
Period of Significance 
 
The term “period of significance” refers to the span of time 
during which a property attained the significance that meets 
eligibility requirements for listing in the State and National 
Registers of Historic Places. 
 
The period of significance for the Livingston County Historical 
Museum is 1838 through1934, the nearly 100 year period 
which the building was utilized for its original purpose as a 
district school.  
 
Representative Design and Construction 
 
The building has retained integrity to its period of significance 
including the cobblestone masonry constructed former school 
building and subsequent wood framed historic classroom 
additions. There have been numerous contemporary additions 
to the building but with limited impact to the historic portions. 
The scope of work of this report concentrates on the 
restoration of the significant features on the exterior and the 
most significant spaces of the interior. 

 
To maintain this high level of historic integrity, it is critical that 
the Museum continues to protect its historic features by 
adhering to the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the 
Treatment of Historic Properties in both maintaining the 
structure and the planning for any future work. 
 
Archival Documentation 
 
Archival information for this building is limited but includes a 
few historic photographs and postcards, oral histories of 
students who attended school in the building, fire insurance 
maps, and recent permit applications. There are no known 
original architectural plans or technical specifications existing 
for the building.  
 
Physical Condition 
 
The overall condition of the building is good. There are several 
areas of concern including structural movement, poor 
performance of roof flashing, gutters and downspouts, lack of 
handicapped accessibility, and inadequate mechanical 
systems, which are noted in this report. 
 
Code and Functional Problems 
 
The Museum is believed to be operating under a current 
Certificate of Occupancy, which Livingston County Historical 
Society should confirm with the municipality.  
 
This report recommends improvements for accessibility 
including access to collection viewing and restroom facilities. 
Improvements will need to comply with New York State 
Building Code and the Federal Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) and its associated alternative compliance for designated 
historic buildings. 
 
The building has functional limitations impairing its ability to 
serve current and future needs of the Livingston County 
Historical Society and its mission. These limitations include 
accessibility to collections and toilet rooms, inappropriate 



 
Livingston County Historical Museum                                                                                         Historic Structure Report           
30 Center Street, Geneseo, NY   

 

 Copyright 2010 Clinton Brown Company Architecture, pc  SECTION I: EXECUTIVE SUMMARY -4 

space for collections storage and conservation activities, and 
inadequate and inefficient mechanical systems. 
 
Building Use 
 
The building was originally constructed as a schoolhouse and 
was used as such until 1932 when it was sold to the Livingston 
County Historical Society for one dollar. The Society has 
continued stewardship of the property and utilizes the property 
to operate their Museum. The building houses a physical 
collection of artifacts, from the seventeen towns in Livingston 
County, as well as administration office, storage, and utility 
spaces.   
 
The approach of this report is for the continued use of the 
building as the Livingston County Historical Museum. Efforts 
will focus on the restoration of significant features while 
rehabilitating the building to better serve the mission to 
“…present, promote, preserve, and value the rich history of 
Livingston County…”and aid in their plan to become Livingston 
County’s “…leading institution for history education and 
heritage tourism.” 3 
 
Funding 
 
Funding for this report was made possible in part by a grant 
from the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation through Title 9 of the Environmental Protection 
Act of 1993 and by Preserve New York, a grant program of the 
Preservation League of New York State and the New York 
State Council on the Arts.  
 
The Museum property is listed in the State and National 
Registers of Historic Places as a contributing building to the 
Main Street Historic District. This listing makes the building 
eligible for several grant programs including the Environmental 
Protection Fund Program. Sources of other potential funding 
programs are listed in the Appendix to this report. 
 

                                                 
3 LCHS. “Livingston County Historical Society 2009-2014 Strategic Plan”, 
2009. 

Timeframe 
 
The timeframe for the work of creating this report was 
approximately three months. The timeframe projected to 
implement the recommended work plan will be determined by 
the amount of funding available, the schedule of receiving 
funding, and priorities for improvement. 
 
 
METHODOLOGY FOR RESEARCH AND 
DOCUMENTATION 
 
Typical study activities for a Historic Structure Report and 
activities that were undertaken for this report: 
 
Preliminary Walk Through 
 
A preliminary walk through was conducted on August 17, 2010 
with Livingston County Historical Society, represented by Anna 
Kowalchuk, William Brummett, and Jeanne Galbraith, and  
Clinton Brown Company Architecture, represented by Jill 
Nowicki, Historic Preservation Specialist, and Meagan Baco, 
Historic Preservation Project Assistant. Also in attendance 
were Barbara Moore, Conservation Consultant, Karen 
Ferguson, NYSOPRHP Regional Grants Administrator and 
Christine Capella-Peters, NYSOPRHP Technical Reviewer. 
 
A second walk through was completed on August 23, 2010 by 
Jill Nowicki, Historic Preservation Specialist and Meagan Baco, 
Historic Preservation Project Assistant to document existing 
conditions. Barbara Moore, Conservation Consultant, also 
made additional follow up visits on August 25th, August 27th, 
and September 8th, 2010. 
 
Upon the request of Clinton Brown Company Architecture, 
Jason Vigil, P.E. from Jensen BRV Engineering PLLC toured 
the building on October 7, 2010 to make a preliminary 
assessment of several structural concerns. He made a follow 
up visit to the Museum on October 22, 2010.  
 

Architect Clinton Brown and Historic Preservation Specialist Jill 
Nowicki of Clinton Brown Company Architecture had toured the 
building several times previously in 2009 for the completion of 
a general assessment report through the Conservation 
Assessment Program (CAP). 
 
Research and review of archival documentation 
 
Archival research was directed toward gathering information on 
the building’s history, original construction, modifications over 
time, and occupancies and uses over time. Research for the 
report is not intended to produce a large compendium of 
historical and genealogical material but rather select 
information pertinent to understanding the development of the 
building and its significance and rationale for selection of 
treatment approach.  
 
Archival information for this building is limited but includes a 
handful of historic photographs and postcards, fire insurance 
maps, and recent permit applications. There are no known 
original architectural plans or technical specifications existing 
for the building.  
 
Due to the limited amount of formal documentation on this 
building, oral histories of both students who attended school in 
the building and those who have worked to maintain the 
property over the years were utilized in this report. 
 
Existing condition survey 
 
A survey was performed to document the visible existing 
conditions of the building’s site, exterior and interior materials 
and systems. The survey also included documenting the 
current state of the museum environment since the 
preservation of the collections is integral to the Museum’s 
mission.  
 
In conjunction with historical research, the existing condition 
survey helps determine the historic integrity of the structure. 
The survey is recorded through written narrative, photographs 
and/or annotated drawings.  
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The survey utilized non-intrusive methods and did not include 
identifying hazardous materials or testing of materials. Further 
study may be necessary for implementation of the 
recommended work plan. 
 
Measured drawings 
 
Measured drawings documenting the building’s exterior 
elevations and interior floor plan were prepared to a level of 
detail necessary for purposes of this report. A more detailed 
level of investigation and documentation will be necessary for 
bidding and construction of the rehabilitation plan. 
 
Record photography 
 
Clinton Brown Company Architecture digitally photographed 
visible existing exterior and interior conditions at the time of the 
report’s preparation. Representative photos have been 
included in this report and have been keyed to interior and 
exterior plan diagrams. 
 
Evaluation of significance 
 
The property was listed in the State and National Registers of 
Historic Places in 1985 as a contributing building to the Main 
Street Historic District. Significance was evaluated and 
discussed in context to National Register criteria. Focus was 
given to individual features and their contribution to the 
building’s overall historic significance. 
 
Discussion with the Livingston County Historical Society about 
current and future intended uses for the building 
 
Approaches for dealing with Museum issues are based on 
objectives outlined in the Livingston County Historical Society 
2009-2014 Strategic Plan, working towards future goals for 
history education and heritage tourism. 4 
 
The Society has developed this 5-year strategic plan which 
outlines the needs of the Society and gives them the ability to 
                                                 
4 Ibid. 

focus on how the building can better meet the needs of their 
mission. Major goals of the Museum are outlined in categories 
of: Human Resources, Financial Planning, Collections/Exhibits, 
Building/Site, Membership/Audience, Communication, and 
Program. 
 
Livingston County Historical Society discussed with Clinton 
Brown Company Architecture their present use and limitations 
within the building and the effect on other areas of their 
mission. 
 
Selection and rationale for the most appropriate approach to 
treatment (preservation, rehabilitation, restoration, or 
reconstruction) 
 
Once the building’s history, significance and physical condition 
were researched and investigated, an appropriate treatment 
was discussed and selected. The treatment options for work 
recommendations were based on language and accepted 
standard of the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the 
Treatment of Historic Properties. The Standards are a widely 
accepted means of planning for and implementing project work 
in a manner that preserves historic material and features. 
 
The recommended and most appropriate treatment for the 
building is for rehabilitation in conjunction with a restoration 
approach for individual exterior and interior historic features 
significant to the period of significance of 1838 – 1934, the 
nearly 100 years which the building was utilized as a 
schoolhouse.  
 
First, this approach will identify, preserve and protect the 
original character of the historic 1838 cobblestone school and 
subsequent and contributing 1871 and 1916 classroom 
additions.  
 
Secondly, this approach will recognize the need to 
accommodate the building’s present and future use as a 
museum. As a building being utilized by the public, necessary 
improvements such as handicapped accessibility and fire 
detection and alarm need to be addressed. As a building being 
utilized as a museum, necessary improvements such as 

enhancing a visitor’s experience through the exhibits, providing 
appropriate collections storage, and proper indoor 
environmental controls need to be addressed.   
 
Development of specific work recommendations 
 
The work recommendations are a central feature of this report. 
The work plan was developed after the building’s history, 
significance and physical condition were evaluated and is 
consistent with the selected treatment approach of 
rehabilitation. 
 
The process of developing work recommendations took into 
account the functional requirements of the Museum with 
specific attention to storage, exhibit and collection 
requirements, accessibility for persons with disabilities, and 
security of the building and contents. 
 
In addition to project goals, the project work was guided by the 
building’s physical condition. Broad cost estimates were 
provided for recommended work items with the highest priority. 
Each item may be completed as funding becomes available.  
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ORGANIZATION OF REPORT 
 
This report is organized into seven sections: 
 
Section I – Executive Summary 
Section II – Historic Development 
Section III – Existing Conditions Survey 
Section IV – Recommendations for Rehabilitation  
Section V – Preliminary Construction Cost Estimates 
Section VI – Bibliography 
Section VII – Appendices 
 
Section I – Executive Summary introduces the Livingston 
County Historical Society and Museum and provides the 
methodology used in the creation of this report, utilizing the 
National Park Service Preservation Brief No. 43 “The 
Preparation and Use of Historic Structure Reports” for 
guidance. 
 
Section II – Historic Development provides a narrative of the 
building’s historical context and the chronology of its 
development and use, compiling information that is readily 
obtainable from sources in order to document changes to the 
building. 
 
Section III – Existing Conditions Survey records existing 
conditions through written narrative summary of findings, 
photograph tours of the site, exterior and interior, 
representative photographs of conditions, annotated exterior 
elevations showing location and type of conditions found. 
 
Section IV – Recommendations for Rehabilitation provides the 
rationale for chosen overall treatment approach, 
recommendations for a phased plan of action for the 
rehabilitation project and recommended next steps for further 
planning, funding and implementation based on identified 
priorities. 
 
Section V – Preliminary Construction Cost Estimates provides 
information on probable cost of recommended work for 
purposes of planning. 

 
Section VI – Bibliography provides citations for sources 
referenced in the preparation of this report. 
 
Section VII – Appendices provides additional information useful 
in planning for the rehabilitation of the building, including the 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of 
Historic Properties to which the recommendations included 
within this report were prepared. This section also includes 
definitions of technical terms used in this report, a list of 
potential funding sources, and a list of online resources which 
includes reference to applicable National Park Service 
Preservation Briefs related to the rehabilitation of Livingston 
County Historical Museum. As well as the Collection Storage 
Survey conducted by Barbara Moore and general information 
and resources on the topic of Sustainable Collections.  
 
 


